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Get 1-405 toll lanes moving 
by lifting $10 cap, state told 


REPORT | Experts say express-lane prices rise 
too slowly, and urge more flexible rates 
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By MIKE LINDBLOM 

Seattle Times transportation reporter 
The top toll on Interstate 405 

should be raised beyond its current 

$10 limit to keep the express toll 

lanes from becoming too clogged 

with traffic, says a report released 


Wednesday by out-of-state experts. 


They also suggest that the Wash- 
ington State Department of Trans- 
portation (WSDOT) write a tighter 
toll algorithm, to make prices rise 
from the 75-cent minimum toward 


$10 or beyond much earlier — 
during critical minutes when con- 
gestion begins and cars surge into 
the left-side toll lanes. 

The higher pricing would pre- 
vent sudden overloads, the experts 
say. 

Drivers should also have more 
flexibility to change lanes, and 
prices should fluctuate rapidly in 
different segments of the 17-mile 
freeway corridor, the report says. 
No longer might a driver lock ina 


$4 rate by entering at Canyon Park, 


and then get a bargain as tolls rise 
to $8 or $10 several minutes later. 
The much-anticipated report, by 
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MIKE SIEGEL / THE SEATTLE TIMES FILE, 2017 


A typical morning commute south of the Bothell-Everett Highway 
along Interstate 405 displays $10 maximum in the express toll lanes. 


Fund For The Needy 


Join The Seattle Times in forging a stronger 
community by helping families and children in need. 


A life-changing call sets young mom 
on new path: ‘I want to be an example’ 


- 


ERIKA SCHULTZ / THE SEATTLE TIMES 


Gabriana Martinez-Garcia and her son, Emilio, moved into their own apartment in Renton this year. With a new job, new home and 
plans for college, she said, “I just want to be stable. Stable, stable, stable.” 


AS A HIGH-SCHOOLER, SHE HAD NO PLANS FOR THE FUTURE 


She now speaks with teen parents about her own experiences 


By JAYSON JENKS 


Seattle Times staff reporter 


abriana Martinez-Garcia lost her 
dream job as a barista at Star- 
bucks last summer because, she 
admits, she was “really unreli- 
able.” She was also homeless, sleeping in her 
van, on couches, anywhere. She felt alone. 

That’s when Martinez-Garcia got a call 
from Michelle Mitchell-Brannon, a mentor at 
the Atlantic Street Center who, years earlier, 
had helped her graduate from high school 
while she raised her young son in an unstable 
home environment. Mitchell-Brannon was 
checking in, which she did regularly. 

“Just when I was at my lowest and didn’t 
have hope, she called,” said Martinez-Garcia, 
20. “My life changed.” 

The story of how Martinez-Garcia went 
from being homeless in 2016 to having a job, 
her own place and confidence in her future is 
also the story of the Atlantic Street Center, 


one of 12 organizations that benefit from 
reader donations to The Seattle Times Fund 
For The Needy. 

“Atlantic Street helped me grow into adult- 
hood,” Martinez-Garcia said. “If Atlantic 
Street didn’t come into my life, I probably 
wouldn’t have finished school. Really.” 

The 107-year-old Atlantic Street Center 
helps approximately 3,000 people a year, 
with services ranging from an early-learning 
program that promotes literacy and language 
development to mental-health counseling for 
children, families and adults. 

All of the nonprofit’s funding comes from 
grants and donations. The center’s website 
says, “There are some people out there who 
don’t have that person to lean on and this can 
make life feel difficult, lonely and stressful. 
We are here to make sure that nobody feels 
like that ever again.” 

Martinez-Garcia came into contact with 
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Atlantic Street Center 


This Rainier Valley-based 
organization serves more than 
3,000 children and their families 
with programs focused on early 
learning, teen parents, homework 
help, social skills, cooking, gang 
prevention, mental-health 
counseling, ESL and more. 


Your dollars at work 


Samples of what Atlantic Street 
Center can do with your donation: 


$25: Pays for one-week supply of 
baby formula. 


$50: Provides a month of bus fare 
for a teen parent to go to school or 
work. 


$100: Provides weekly, hot meals 
for teens and their babies 
participating in support groups. 


For information 
atlanticstreetcenter.org/ 


In sprint, 
GOP deal 
reached 
on tax bill 


ON TRACK FOR FINAL VOTE 
NEXT WEEK 


Cuts business taxes, ends 
some individual breaks 


By JIM TANKERSLEY, THOMAS 
KAPLAN AND ALAN RAPPEPORT 
The New York Times 


WASHINGTON — The day 
after suffering a political blow in 
the Alabama special Senate elec- 
tion, congressional Republicans 
sped forward with the most 
sweeping tax rewrite in decades, 
announcing an agreement ona 
final bill that would cut taxes for 
businesses and individuals and 
mark the party’s first major legis- 
lative achievement since assum- 
ing political control this year. 

Party leaders in the House and 
Senate agreed in principle to 
bridge the yawning gaps between 
their competing versions of the 
$1.5 trillion tax bill, keeping 
Republicans on track for final 
votes next week with the aim of 
delivering a bill to President 
Donald Trump’s desk by Christ- 
mas. The House and Senate ver- 
sions of the tax bill started from 
the same core principles — cut- 
ting taxes on business sharply, 
while reducing rates and elimi- 
nating some breaks for individu- 
als — but diverged on several key 
details. 

In the end, more of the Senate 
bill appeared to be included in 
the final version, though law- 

See > TAX PLAN, A6 


TENINO family appears with 
president to talk about 
benefits of GOP tax plan > B1 


‘Shawshank 

Redemption,’ 
but no prison 
tunnel escape 


OFFICIALS NOT SURPRISED 
CON MAN GOT AWAY 


Trustee says he’s smart, 
will be hard to find 


By MIKE CARTER 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

The escape of Frederick Dar- 
ren Berg, Washington state’s 
“Mini Madoff,” from a federal 
minimum-security prison camp 
in California last 
week surprised 
no one who has 
ever had deal- 
ings with him. 

“Tm sure he’s 
been planning 
this for years,” 
said Mark 
Calvert, who 
spent years 
unraveling 
Berg’s crimes as the court-ap- 
pointed bankruptcy trustee for 
Berg’s Meridian investment 
groups. 

Calvert, who tracked more 
than $150 million in invest- 
ments stolen by Berg to prop up 
his monstrous Ponzi scheme, 
said “at least a couple million” 
remained unaccounted for, and 

See > BERG, A10 


Frederick 
Darren Berg 
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